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Fairfield cemetery contains a record of life and death ina 
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_-round dances in the large dining 
room. 

But General Johnston apparently 
thought highly of Carson, and the inn 
was used to house prominent visitors 
that came to the post, including 
many of the well-known actors and 
actresses of the day who stopped on 
their way to performances in San 
Francisco. 


_ ‘the Stagecoach Inn, built by John Carson in 1858, has been restored and is now part of the 
= Camp Floyd-Stagecoach Inn State Park. Fairfield was once Utah’s third-largest city. 


field off the beaten track. The inn 
struggled on until 1947, when it fi- 
nally closed down. 


In 1959, the Carson family gave it 
and surrounding property to the 
state of Utah. At the time then Gov- 
ernor Clyde noted: “I think what the 
Carsons are giving us is more than a 
100-year-old building and a patch of 
ground. They are giving Utahns a 
message: ‘This is your heritage. 
Cherish it, preserve it, protect it, fos- 
ter it. Transmit knowledge of it to 
your children and all who come after 
us.)” 
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Johnston or other visitors stayed 
there in the early 1860s. And in each 
room are bits of history and trivia 
that combine to bring visitors a pic- 
ture of what life on the road was like. 


In one of the upstairs bedroom, for 
example, a bullet hole in the wall 
tells a dramatic story. It seems a 
guest in the next room was cleaning 
his gun when it accidentally dis- 
charged. The bullet went through 
the wall and into the next room, lodg- 
ing in the wall inches above the head 
of a man who had seconds before 
lain down on the bed. 
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of being restored, says White. It 
houses a display on the Pony Ex- 
press trail, artifacts uncovered from 
the BYU excavation of Camp Floyd, 
a diorama of Camp Floyd in its hey- 
day — and a pop machine, more 
practical than historical, but ‘a popu- 
lar attraction in the hot, dry area. 


A mile south and west is the mili- 
tary cemetery, a poignant reminder 
that the life of a frontier soldier did 
not always have the glamour old 
Westerns gave it. Eighty-three sol- 
diers and one military armorer are 
buried here. A look at the head- 


stones shows that many were little 
more than boys, far from New York 
or Pennsylvania or other eastern 
homes. 


If old cemeteries hold appeal, 
there is also the Fairfield town ceme- 
tery, with its record of life and death 
on the frontier. 


Another historical bit of Fairfield 
can be found in the one-room school 
house a block east of the inn. “We 
hopé to restore it and make it a part 
of the park,” says White. But it still 
provides a look at what early educa- 
tion was like. 


The school was an important part + 
of the community, and in honor of ' 
that, the park is hosting the first of » 
what it hopes will be an annual event « 
— the Fairfield District school re-* 
union. All past students and teachers 
are invited to gather at the park Aug. 
29 at 10 am. for reminiscing and 
recollecting. 

The park also sponsors a Memori- 
al Day celebration and is hoping to 
put together a Pony Express obser- 
vance, says White. 

There is, after all, a lot of history 
tied up in this small state park in 
Fairfield. 


; _ Compiled by Kathryn Clayton 
~ Deseret News travel writer 


_ Our regional travel calendar 

- features events in neighboring 
_~ states we feel are worth knowing 

~ about. If you would like to tip us 

© off to an item you think your fel- 

- low Deseret News travelers 
+ would be interested in, please 
* call us at 237-2170. 


: NATIONAL 
-PARK UPDATE 


- Yellowstone National 


- Operating dates and rates (one 
_ or two people plus tax) for ae- 
commodations within the park 
_| are: Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel 
» and Cabins, May 23-Sept. 8, $19- 

e $44; Roosevelt Lodge and Cab- 
. ins, June 7-Sept. 8, $14-$43; Can- 
* yon Lodge and Cabins, June 14- 

' Aug. 27, $43-$54; Fishing Bridge 
RV Park, June 1-Sept. 8, $14; 
Lake Yellowstone Hotel and 
Cabins, May 22-Sept. 20, $28- 
_ $87.50; Lake Lodge and Cabins, 
_ June 9-Sept. 14, $38-$54; Grant 

- Village, June 5-Sept. 20, $44- 
$47.50; Old Faithful Inn, May 6- 

- © Oct. 12, $28-$54.50; Old Faithful 
» Lodge and Cabins, June 2-Sept. 

' 27, $15-$28; Old Faithful Snow 
Lodge, May 17-Nov. 1, $28-$43. 
For reservations call TW Recre- 
ational Services at (307) 344- 


Call 1-807-344-7381 for road 
and weather conditions. 


Zion National Park 


_ Operating dates for Zion 
- Lodge are April 9-Nov. 8. Snack 
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The two-mile round trip hike to 
Hickman Bridge is perhaps the 
most popular. The Capitol Gorge 
and Grand Wash hikes are also 
popular. 


Backpackers must obtain back 
country permits available from 
the visitors centers or any of the 
ranger patrols. You must carry 
your own water. For information 
call 1-425-3791. 


UTAH 


Peach Days 


Sept. 10, 11 and 12 in down- 
town Brigham City. Parade, an- 
tique car show, home enterprise 
booths, commercial booths, art 
show, beauty pageant, live enter- 
tainment, street dance and pro- 
duce market. Call 1-723-3931 for 
information. 


Green River 


Melon Days 


Sept. 18 and 19, Old-time fid- 
dlers contest, food booths, soft- 
ball tournament, square dancing, 
horseshoe pitching, parade, en- 
tertainment, bicentennial pro- 
gram. Munch on free slices of wa- 
termelon and cantaloupe 
throughout the day. Call 1-564- 
3432. 


Swiss Days 
Sept. 4 and 5 in Midway. Arts 


and crafts, flower displays, enter- 
tainment, parade, food booths. 


Southern Utah 
Folklife Festival 

Sept. 10, 11 and 12 in Zion Na- 
tional Park. 70 to 80 booths fea- 


turing demonstrations of pioneer 


and Indian crafts. Free. Wonder- 
fen) far ahilaran 


regional 


Count Basie Orchestra, 16; Char- 
lie Pride, 17, 18; Beach Boys, 19, 
20; The Jets, 21; Kenny G, 22; 
Frankie Laine, 238; Reba McEn- 
tire, 24; Red Skelton, 25; The 
Statler Brothers, 26, 27. Tickets 
are $12 and $13. Fair admission 
is $5 adults, $4 students 12-18; $3 
6-11. Under 6 are free. Outstand- 
ing agricultural exhibits. Call 
(206) 845-1771. 


Central Washington. 
State Fair 


Sept. 25-Oct. 3 in Yakima. 
Showcase for fruit and a 


ture. Daily admission $5 adults, 
$1 children 12 and under; $1 se- 
nior citizens. Call (206) 625-4275. 


Ellensburg Rodeo 


Sept. 4-7 in Ellensburg in east- 
ern Washington. Largest PRCA 
rodeo in northwest. Rodeo tick- 
ets include the 75 cent admission 
to the Kittitas County Fair where 
you can participate in rodeo 
events of your own like goat 
milking, nail driving, rope climb- 
ing and fireman’s bucket brigade. 
Arts and crafts on display, com- 
mercial exhibits, livestock dis- 
plays and frontier village. West- 
ern parade in Ellensburg on 
Saturday. Call (509) 925-6144. 


Western Washington 
Fair 

Sept. 11-27 in Puyallup at 9th 
and Meridian South. Grandstand 
entertainment: Randy Travis, 11; 


The Monkeys, 12, 13; Smokey 
Robinson, 14; Mickey Gilley, 15; 


John Denver, Kenny Loggins, 
The Miami Sound Machine. Tick- 
ets are $12 to $17 including fair 
admission. Fairgrounds admis- 
sion is $4.50 for adults; $4 chil- 
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Deutsches Fest 

Sept. 17-20 in farming commu- 
nity of Odessa. Bed race, beer 
garden, flea market, old-fash- 
ioned German bake sale, flower, 
craft and hobby displays, art 
show, Bingo games, museum, 
youth garden, German food con- 
cessions, parade, ugly beard con- 
test, teen-agers dance, carnival 
and model airplane show. 
Charming event well worth a vis- 
it. Call (509) 982-2644. 


IDAHO 
Quilt Festival 


Sept. 5, 6 and 7 at the Stanley 
Community Building in Stanley. 
Antique, traditional and contem- 
porary quilts on display. Two-day 
workshop with nationally kne=— 
quilter Judy 
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Sausalito Arts Festival 


Sept. 5-7 in this city across the? 
bay from San Francisco. Arts and = 
crafts for sale, Food booths and. - ° 
entertainment. Call (415) 322- 


Mendocino County Fat: : 


Sept. 18, 19 and 20 at the fair: 
grounds at 14400 Highway 128 
Boonville. Sheep dog trials, arts « | 
and crafts, rodeo and entertairi- 
ment. Call (707) 895-3011. 


Artichoke Festival 


Sept, 19 and 20 in Castrovillé $2} 
Marching _ bands. arte — 


